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Vorbemerkung 
 
Die hier vorgelegte J.G. Fichte-Bibliographie 1993 – 2005 ist innerhalb des Forschungspro-
jekts Deutscher Idealismus: Bibliographie und Literatur in Verbindung mit dem Internationa-
len Jahrbuch des Deutschen Idealismus/ International Yearbook of German Idealism am 
Studiengang Philosophie der Universität Bremen unter der Leitung von Prof. Dr. Hans Jörg 
Sandkühler erarbeitet worden. 

In ihr werden die in den Jahren 1993 bis 2005 in deutschsprachigen Einzelausgaben und in 
Übersetzungen erschienenen Werke Johann Gottlieb Fichte sowie die publizierten Beiträge 
der internationalen Fichte-Forschung bibliographisch dokumentiert. 

Mit der Wahl des Berichtszeitraums wird chronologisch an die von Sabine Doyé erarbeite-
te J.G. Fichte-Bibliographie (1969-1992/93) angeschlossen, die ihrerseits an die 1968 von 
Hans Michael Baumgartner und Wilhelm G. Jacobs vorgelegte J.G. Fichte-Bibliographie an-
knüpft. Damit ist die Literatur von und über J.G. Fichte – unter Berücksichtigung Gernot U. 
Gabels Fichte. Ein Verzeichnis westeuropäischer und nordamerikanischer Hochschulschrif-
ten 1885 – 1980 und der seit 1993 von Daniel Breazeale herausgegebenen Online-
Bibliographie Fichteana. An Occasional Newsletter of the North American Fichte Society – 
von den Anfängen bis an die Gegenwart weitestgehend erfaßt. 
 
 
Bremen, Juli 2005 Andreas Jürgens
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1 Fichte-Gesamtausgabe 
 
GA J.G. Fichte: Gesamtausgabe der Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaf-

ten, hg. v. R. Lauth, E. Fuchs und H. Gliwitzky †. I. Werke, II. Nachgelasse-
ne Schriften, III. Briefe, IV. Kollegnachschriften. Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt 
1962 ff. 

 

2 Übersetzungen Fichtescher Schriften 
 
Fichte, J.G., 21993, A Comparison of Professor Schmid's System with the Wissenschaftsleh-

re. Trans. D. Breazeale. In: Fichte 21993e, 316-335. 
Fichte, J.G., 21993a, Annals of Philosophical Tone. Trans. D. Breazeale. In: Fichte 21993e, 

341-354. 
Fichte, J.G., 21993b, Concerning Human Dignity. Trans. D. Breazeale. In: Fichte 21993e, 83-

86. 
Fichte, J.G., 21993c, Concerning the Concept of the Wissenschaftslehre. Trans. D. 

Breazeale. In: Fichte 21993e, 94-135.  
Fichte, J.G., 21993d, Concerning the Difference between the Spirit and the Letter within Phi-

losophy." Trans. D. Breazeale. In: Fichte 21993e, 192-215. 
Fichte, J.G., 21993e [11988] Early Philosophical Writings. Ed. and trans., with notes and an 

introd. by D. Breazeale, Ithaca, N.Y. 
Fichte, J.G., 1993f, La querelle de l'athéisme. Suivie de: Divers textes sur la religion. Introd., 

trad. et notes par J.-C. Goddard, Paris. 
Fichte, J.G., 21993g, On Stimulating and Increasing the Pure Interest in Truth. Trans. D. 

Breazeale. In: Fichte 21993e, 223-231. 
Fichte, J.G., 1993h, Opit za novo izlozenie na naukoucenieto. 1797 – 1798. Prevod ot nem-

ski v vst°apit. statija: I.S. Stefanov <kyrill.>, Sofija. 
Fichte, J.G., 21993i, Outline of the Distinctive Character of the Wissenschaftslehre with re-

spect to the Theoretical Faculty. Trans. D. Breazeale. In: Fichte 21993 [11988], 243-306. 
Fichte, J.G., 1993j, Para una filosofía de la intersubjetividad. Trad. de V. López-Domínguez, 

Madrid. 
Fichte, J.G., 1993k, Privatissimum 1803. Dodici lezioni sulla dottrina della scienza. A cura di 

G. Rametta, Pisa. 
Fichte, J.G., 21993l, Review of Aenesidemus. Trans. D. Breazeale. In: Fichte 21993e, 55-77. 
Fichte, J.G., 21993m, Some Lectures Concerning the Scholar's Vocation. Trans. D. 

Breazeale. In: Fichte 21993e, 144-184.  
Fichte, J.G., 21993n [11987], Sul concetto della dottrina della scienza. Fondamenti dell'intera 

dottrina della scienza, Roma/ Bari. 
Reinhold, K.L. u.a., 1993o, Modelli postkantiani del trascendentale. A cura di F. Gallo, Mi-

lano. 
Fichte, J.G., 1994, Chapter One of ‘An Attempt at a New Presentation of the Wissenschaft-

slehre’. In: Fichte 1994j. 
Fichte, J.G., 1994a, Concluding Remarks by the Editor. Trans. Daniel Breazeale. In: Fichte 

1994j. 
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Fichte, J.G., 21994b, Conférences sur la destination du savant (1794). Introd. historique, trad. 
et commentaire par J.-L. Vieillard-Baron. Préf. de A. Philonenko. Éd. corr., Paris. 

Fichte, J.G., 1994c, Diritto naturale - Fondamento del diritto naturale secondo i principi della 
Dottrina della scienza, a cura di L. Fonnesu, Roma/ Bari. 

Fichte, J.G., 1994d, El destino del hombre / Introducciones a la teoría de la ciencia. Johann 
Gottlieb Fichte. Prólogo de F. Jodl. Trad. de E. Ovejero/ J. Gaos, México. 

Fichte, J.G., 1994e, Entretiens sur la franc-maçonnerie. Trad. de l'allemand par H. Rochais. 
Introd. et notes de P. Négrier, Paris. 

Fichte, J.G., 1994f, Fondamento del diritto naturale secondo i principi della dottrina della 
scienza. A cura di L. Fonnesu, Roma/ Bari. 

Fichte, J.G., 1994g, From a Private Document. In: Fichte 1994j. 
Fichte, J.G., 1994h, Fundamento del derecho natural. Según los principios de la doctrina de 

la ciencia. Trad. de J.L. Villacañas Berlanga/ M. Ramos Valera/ F. Oncina Coves. Estudio 
introductorio de J.L. Villacañas Berlanga, Madrid. 

Fichte, J.G., 1994i, Il sistema di etica secondo i principi della dottrina della scienza. Trad. e a 
cura di C. De Pascale. Trad. di R. Cantoni, Roma/ Bari. 

Fichte, J.G., 1994j [21997], Introductions to the Wissenschaftslehre and Other Writings 
(1797-1800). Ed. and trans. by D. Breazeale, Indianapolis (In.)/ Cambridge. 

Fichte, J.G., 1994k, Note to 'Kant and Fichte'. In: Fichte 1994j. 
Fichte, J.G., 1994l, Oproep aan het publiek. De atheïsme-strijd van 1798 – 1799. Ingeleid, 

vertaald en geannoteerd door P. Jonkers, Kampen/ Kapellen. 
Fichte, J.G., 1994m, Postscript to the Preceeding Article and Preface to the Following One. 

In: Fichte 1994j. 
Fichte, J.G., 1994n, ‘Preface’ and ‘Introduction’ to ‘An Attempt at a New Presentation of the 

Wissenschaftslehre’. In: Fichte 1994j. 
Fichte, J.G., 1994o, Public Announcement of a New Presentation of the Wissenschaftslehre. 

In: Fichte 1994j. 
Fichte, J.G., 1994p, Review of Kant's ‘Perpetual Peace’: "Reseña del Proyecto de 'Paz Per-

petua' de Kant". Annoted Spanish translation by F. Oncina Coves. In: Daimon. Revista de 
Filosofia 9 (1994), 373-381. 

Fichte, J.G., 1994q, Review of the ‘Journal for Truth’. In: Fichte 1994j. 
Fichte, J.G., 1994r, Second Introduction to the Wissenschaftslehre. Trans. D. Breazeale. In: 

Fichte 1994j. 
Fichte, J.G., 1994s, Selected Correspondence 1790-1799. Trans. D. Breazeale. In: Fichte 

1994j. 
Fichte, J.G., 1994t, The Basis of Our Belief in a Divine Governance of the World. In: Fichte 

1994j. 
Fichte, J.G., 1995, Discursos a la nación alemana. Estudio preliminar y trad., J. Varela/ L.A. 

Acosta, Barcelona. 
Fichte, J.G., 1995a, Dottrina della scienza. Esposizione del 1807, Konigsberg. A cura di G. 

Rametta, Milano. 
Fichte, J.G., 1995b [22001], Filosofia della massoneria, Foggia. 
Fichte, J.G., 1995c, La destination de l'homme. Trad. inédite, introd., notes et bibliographie 

par J.-C. Goddard, Paris. 
Fichte, J.G., 1995d, La exhortación a la vida bienaventurada o La doctrina de la religión. E-

studio preliminar de A. Ciria. Trad. de A. Ciria/ D. Innerarity, Madrid. 
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Fichte, J.G., 1995e, Over het begrip van de wetenschapsleer, of De zogenaamde filosofie. 
Inl., vert. en annot. door E.-O. Onnasch, Amsterdam/ Meppel. 

Fichte, J.G., 1995f, Philosophie de la maçonnerie et autres textes.Introduction par I. Radriz-
zani. Traduction et notes par I. Radrizzani/ F. Tobgui, Paris. 

Kant, I./ J.G. Fichte, 1995g, Qu'est-ce qu'un livre? Textes de Kant et de Fichte. Trad. et pré-
sentés par J. Benoist. Préf. de D. Lecourt, Paris. 

Fichte, J.G., 1996, ‘Concerning the Origin of Language’ (1795). Trans. by J.P. Surber. In: 
Surber 1996c, 117-145. 

Fichte, J.G., 1996a, Els trets fonamentals de l'època contemporània. Trad. de J. Leita. Ed. a 
cura de G. Colomé, Barcelona. 

Fichte, J.G., 1996b, Il compito dell'uomo di cultura. Trad. di G.B. Bianchi, Napoli. 
Surber, J.P., 1996c, Language and German Idealism: Fichte's Linguistic Philosophy, Atlantic 

Highlands, N.J. 
Fichte, J.G., 1996d,. Lecture Notes on Platner's ‘Aphorisms’.Trans. by J.P. Surber. In: Surber 

1996c, 15-166. 
Fichte, J.G., 1996e, Prima Introduzione alla Dottrina della Scienza. Presentazione e tradu-

zione di L. Pareyson, a cura di M. Ivaldo, Milano. 
Fichte, J.G., 1996f, ‘Reclamation of the Freedom of Thought from the Princes of Europe, Who 

Have Oppressed it Until Now.’ (1793). Trans. by T.E. Wartenberg. In: J. Schmidt (ed.), What 
is Enlightenment? Eighteenth-Century Answers and Twentieth Century Questions, Berkeley 
(Ca.)/ London, 119-141. 

Fichte, J.G., 1996g, Sobre la capacidad lingüística y el origen de la lengua. Estudio prelimi-
nar de R. Radl Philipp/ M. Riobó González. Trad. de R. Radl Philipp, Madrid. 

Fichte, J.G., 1996h, Teoria wiedzy. Wybór pism. T. 1. Wybrał, przeł., wstępem i przypisami 
opatrzył M.J. Siemek. Aneks przeł. J. Garewicz, Warszawa. 

Fichte, J.G., 1996i, Zamknięte państwo handlowe i inne pisma. Przeł. P. Dybel et al. Wybrał i 
wstępem poprzedził A. Ochocki, Warszawa. 

Fichte, J.G., 1996j, Zum curriculum vitae des Philosophen / Załącznik do biografii filozofa. 
Hg. v. K. Bal. Tł. z niem. S. Ryll, przekł. przejrzała i popr. J. Wilk, Wrocław. 

Fichte, J.G., 1997, Eerste inleiding in de wetenschapsleer. Vertaald door C. De Reuse en R. 
Boehm. In: Kritiek [Gent] 32 (1997), 9-24. 

Fichte, J.G., 1997a, Filosofía de la masonería. Cartas a Constant. Ed. de F. Oncina Coves, 
Madrid. 

Fichte, J.G., 1997b, Fundamentos da Doutrina di Ciijncia Completa. Trad. e apresentação de 
D. Ferrer, Lisboa. 

Fichte, J.G., 1997c, La Filosofía de la Masoneria. Cartas a Constant. Introducción, traduc-
ción y notas de F. Oncina Coves, Madrid.  

Fichte, J.G., 1997d, La 'Première' Doctrine de la Science de Fichte. Introd. et trad. par I. Ra-
drizzani. In: Archives de Philosophie 60 (1997), 615-658.  

Fichte, J.G., 1997e, Lezioni di Zurigo. Sul concetto della dottrina della scienza. Estratto di J. 
K. Lavater. Appunti di J. Baggesen. Traduzioni di M. Ivaldo, a cura di M. Ivaldo, Milano. 

Fichte, J.G., 1997f, "Prolégomènes" des cours zurichois (Notes de Lavater et de [Geßner?]). 
Trad. de l'allemand par I. Radrizzani. In: Archives de Philosophie 60 (1997), 639-658. 

Fichte, J.G., 1997g, Selections from the Fichte-Schelling Correspondence. In: Theory as 
Practice: A Critical Anthology of Early German Romantic Writings. Trans. and ed. by. J. 
Schulte-Sasse et al., Minneapolis (In.)/ London, 73-90. 
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Fichte, J.G., 1998, Filosofía y estética. La polémica con F. Schiller. Introd., trad. y notas de 
M. Ramos/ F. Oncina, València. 

Fichte, J.G., 1998a, Fondement du droit naturel selon les principes de la doctrine de la sci-
ence (1796-1797). Présentation, trad. et notes par A. Renaut. [Rééd. de l'éd. de Paris 
1984], Paris. 

Fichte, J.G., 21998b [11992], Foundations of Transcendental Philosophy (Wissenschafts-
lehre) nova methodo (1796/99). Ed. and trans. by D. Breazeale, Ithaca (NY)/ London. 

Fichte, J.G., 1998c, Prednaznacieto na coevek. Prev. ot nemski F. Sopov, Sofija. <In kyrilli-
scher Schrift>. 

Fichte, J.G., 1998d, Saggio di una critica di ogni rivelazione. [In appendice: Parti aggiunte 
nella seconda edizione dell'opera]. A cura di M.M. Olivetti, Roma/ Bari. 

Fichte, J.G., 1998e, Scritti sul linguaggio, 1795-1797. A cura e trad. di C. Tatasciore, Milano. 
Fichte, J.G., 1998f, Sobre la esencia del sabio y sus manifestaciones en el dominio de la 

libertad. Estudio preliminar, trad. y notas de A. Ciria, Madrid. 
Fichte, J.G., 1999, Doctrina de la ciencia, 1811. Introd. de R. Lauth. Trad. y apéndice de A. 

Ciria, Madrid. 
Fichte, J.G., 1999a, Dottrina della scienza. Esposizione del 1811. A cura e trad. di G. Ramet-

ta. Con un saggio introduttivo di R. Lauth, Milano. 
Fichte, J.G., 1999b, Essai d'une nouvelle présentation de la Doctrine de la science (1797-

08). Introd., trad. et annotés par I. Thomas-Fogiel, Paris. 
Fichte, J.G., 21999c [11984], Essais philosophiques choisis (1794-1795). Trad. par L. Ferry/ 

A. Renaut. Prés. par A. Philonenko, Paris. 
Fichte, J.G., 1999d, I tratti fondamentali dell'epoca presente. A cura di A. Carrano, Milano. 
Fichte, J.G., 1999e, La théorie de la science. Exposé de 1804. Préf., trad. et notes par D. 

Julia, Paris. 
Fichte, J.G., 1999f, Lições sobre a vocação do sábio seguido de reivindicação da liberdade 

de pensamento. Trad. e apresentação de A. Morão, Lisboa. 
Fichte, J.G., 1999g, Méditations personnelles sur la philosophie élémentaire. Présenté, trad. 

et annoté par I. Thomas-Fogiel. Trad. en collaboration avec A. Gahier, Paris. 
Fichte, J.G., 1999h, Nouvelle présentation de "La doctrine de la science" (1797-1798). In-

trod., trad. et annoté par I. Thomas-Fogiel, Paris. 
Fichte, J.G., 1999i, O odnosu logike prema filozofiji ili transcendentalna logika. Priredio i pre-

veo K. Miladinov, Zagreb. 
Fichte, J.G., 1999j, Por uma universidade orgânica. Plano dedutivo de uma instituição de 

ensino superior a ser edificada em Berlim, que esteja estreitamente associada a uma A-
cademia de Ciências. Organização: J.C. de Castro Rocha/ J. Kretschmer. Trad. e introd.: 
J. Kretschmer. Revisão: I. Barbieri, Rio de Janeiro. 

Fichte, J.G., 1999k, Prima e seconda introduzione alla dottrina della scienza. Con i Dictate 
1798-1799. A cura e trad. di C. Cesa, Roma/ Bari. 

Fichte, J.G., 1999l, Rapport clair comme le jour adressé au grand public sur le charactère 
propre de la philosophie nouvelle (1801). Recension de l'Énésidème. Sur la stimulation et 
l'accroissement du pur intérêt pour la vérité. La silhouette générale de la Doctrine de la 
Science. Introd., trad. et notes par A. Valensin/ P.-P. Druet. [Repr. de l'éd. de 1985], Paris. 

Fichte, J.G., 1999m, Scritti sulla dottrina della scienza 1794-1804. A cura di M. Sacchetto, 
Torino. 
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Fichte, J.G., 1999n, Sobre a dignidade do ser humano: Discurso proferido por Johann Got-
tlieb Fichte no fim de suas prelecoes de Filosofia (1794). Trad. de J.A. Bonaccini. In: Prin-
cipios Revista de Filosofia [Natal] 6 (1999), 145-149. 

Fichte, J.G., 21999o, Sur le concept de la Doctrine de la Science ou de ce que l'on appelle 
philosophie. In: Fichte 21999c. 

Fichte, J.G., 21999p, Sur l'esprit et la lettre dans la philosophie. In: Fichte 21999c. 
Fichte, J.G., 1999q, The Popular Works of J.G. Fichte. Trans. by W. Smith. Reprinted, with a 

new Introd. by D. Breazeale, from the 4th ed., London 1889. 2 Vols., Bristol. 
Fichte, J.G., 1999r, Verso una nuova esposizioe della dottrina della scienza. Saggio introdut-

tivo, trad. e note di F. Pellecchia, Cassino. 
Fichte, J.G., 2000, Discursos a la nación alemana. Trad. de L.A. Acosta/ J. Varela, Barcelo-

na. 
Fichte, J.G., 2000a, Dottrina della scienza. Seconda esposizione del 1804. A cura di M.V. 

D'Alfonso, Milano. 
Fichte, J.G., 2000b, Foundations of Natural Right. According to the principles of the Wissen-

schaftslehre. Trans. by M. Baur. Ed. and with an Introd. by F.C. Neuhouser, Cambridge/ 
New York. 

Fichte, J.G., 2000c, Ho proorismos tu anthropu. Eisagoge, metaphrase, scholia S. D. Gerog-
iorgakes, Athena. 

Fichte, J.G., 2000d, La doctrine de la science (Nova methodo). Trad., prés. et notes par I. 
Thomas-Fogiel, Paris. 

Fichte, J.G., 2000e, Logica trascendentale. Vol. I: L'essenza dell'empiria. A cura di A. Berti-
netto, Milano. 

Fichte, J.G., 2000e, Méthode pour arriver à la vie bienheureuse. Ou la doctrine de la religion. 
Trad. de l'allemand et annoté par M. Bouillier. Prés. par H. Galinon, Arles. 

Schelling, F.W.J./ J.G. Fichte, 2000, Exposition de mon système de la philosophie. Sur le 
vrai concept de la philosophie de la nature. [Suivi de:] J.G. Fichte, Sur l'Exposition du sys-
tème de l'identité de Schelling. Traduits, présentés et annotés par E. Cattin, Paris. 

Fichte, J.G., 2001, Forsøg på en ny fremstilling af videnskabslaeren. Overs. og udg. af P.R. 
Mørch-Petersen, Frederiksberg. 

Fichte, J.G., 2001a, Rendiconto chiaro come il sole al grande pubblico sull'essenza propria 
della filosofia piu recente. Un tentativo di costringere i lettori a capire. A cura di F. Rocci, 
Milano. 

Fichte, J.G., 2001b, Review of F.H. Gebhard's ‘On Ethical Goodness as Disinterested Be-
nevolence’ (1793). Annotated trans. by D. Breazeale. In: Philosophical Forum 32 (2001), 
207-310. 

Fichte, J.G., 2001c, Review of I. Kant's ‘Perpetual Peace’ (1796). Annotated trans. by D. 
Breazeale. In: Philosophical Forum 32 (2001), 311-321. 

Fichte, J.G., 2001d, Review of Immanuel Kant, Perpetual peace: a philosophical sketch 
(Königsburg: Nicolovius, 1795). Annotated trans. by D. Breazeale. In: The Philosophical 
Forum 32 (2001), 311-321. 

Fichte, J.G., 2001e, Review of L. Creuzer's ‘Skeptical Reflections on the Freedom of the Will’ 
(1793). Annoted trans. by D. Breazeale. In: Philosophical Forum 32 (2001), 289-296.  

Fichte, J.G., 2001f, Review of Leonhard Creuzer, Skeptical reflections on the freedom of the 
will, with reference to the latest theories of the same, with a foreword by Professor Schmid 
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(Giessen: Heyer, 1793). Annotated trans. by D. Breazeale. In: The Philosophical Forum 
32 (2001), 289-296. 

Fichte, J.G., 2002, Algunas lecciones sobre el destino del sabio. Introd., trad. y notas de F. 
Oncina Coves/ M. Ramos Valera. Epílogo de W. Janke, Madrid. 

Fichte, J.G., 2002a, Discursos a la nación alemana. Estudio preliminar y trad., M.J. Varela/ 
L.A. Acosta, Barcelona u. Madrid. 

Fichte, J.G., 2002b, Doctrina de la ciencia. Introd. y trad. A. Zozaya, Barcelona. 
Fichte, J.G., 2002c, Ensayo de una crítica de toda revelación. Ed. de V. Serrano, Madrid. 
Fichte, J.G., 2002d, Lettres et témoignages sur la Révolution française. Textes trad. et éd. 

par I.Radrizzani, Paris. 
Fichte, J.G., 22002e [11956], Powolanie czlowieka. Przekł. A. Zieleńczyk. Na nowo oprac. I. 

Krońska. Wstępem poprzedził T. Kroński, Kety. 
Fichte, J.G., 2002f, Tudománytan nova methodo. Karl Christian Friedrich Krause jegyzetei 

alapján (1798/1799). Ford. J. Weiss, Pécs. 
Fichte, J.G., 2003, Discorso sul corretto uso delle regole della poesia e della retorica (1780). 

In: S. Bacin, Fichte a Schulpforta (1774 – 1780). Contesto e materiali con la traduzione di 
J.G.Fichte […], Milano. 

Fichte, J.G., 2003a, Discorsi alla nazione tedesca. A cura di G. Rametta, Roma/ Bari. 
Fichte, J.G., 2003b, Fondamento dell'intera dottrina della scienza. Saggio introdutivo, trad., 

note e apparati di G. Boffi, Milano. 
Fichte, J.G., 2003c, Powołanie człowieka. Przekł. i wstęp A. Zieleńczyk, Warszawa. 
Fichte, J.G., 2003d, Revendication de la liberté de penser. Trad., présentation, dossier et 

notes par J.-F. Goubet, Paris. 
Fichte, J.G., 2004, Filozofia wolnomularza. Przeł. i oprac. J. Drewnowski, Warszawa. 
Fichte, J.G., 2004a, Introduzione alla vita beata. A cura di G. Boffi/ F.Buzzi, Milano. 
Fichte, J.G., 2004b, La missione del dotto. A cura di N. Merker. Traduzione di M. Marroni, 

Milano. 
Fichte, J.G., 2004c, Logica trascendentale. Vol: II: Sul rapporto della logica con la filosofia. 

Introduzione sullo studio della filosofia (ottobre 1812). A cura di A. Bertinetto, Milano. 
Fichte, J.G., 2005, La doctrine du droit de 1812. Trad. de l'allemand par A. Gahier/ I. Tho-

mas-Fogiel. Présentation et notes par I. Thomas-Fogiel, Paris. 
Fichte, J.G., 2005a, The Science of Knowing: J.G. Fichte's 1804 Lectures on the Wissen-

schaftslehre. ed. and trans. by W.W. Wright, Albany (NY). 
Fichte, J.G., 2005b, The System of Ethics. Ed. and trans. by D. Breazeale/ G. Zöller, Cam-

bridge. 
 

3 Ausgaben einzelner Fichtescher Schriften 
 
Fichte, J.G., 1993 u. 2003 [1962], Die Bestimmung des Menschen. Hg. und mit einem 

Nachw. vers. v. T. Ballauff/ I. Klein. Nachdruck. Bibliogr. erg. Ausg., Stuttgart. 
Fichte, J.G., 1993a, Über Belebung und Erhöhung des reinen Interesses an der Wahrheit, 

Winterthur. 
Fichte, J.G., 41994, Die Anweisung zum seligen Leben, oder auch die Religionslehre. Hg. v. 

H. Verweyen. Mit verb. bibliogr. Hinweisen, Hamburg. 
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Fichte, J.G., 1994a, Vorlesungen über die Bestimmung des Gelehrten. Originalgetreue Re-
print-Ausgabe Jena/ Leipzig 1794. Hg. v. K. Vieweg/ M. Winkler, Jena. 

Fichte, J.G., 21994b, Wissenschaftslehre nova methodo. Kollegnachschrift K.Chr.Fr. Krause 
1798/99. Hg. sowie mit Einl. und Anm. vers. v. E. Fuchs. Verb. Aufl., Hamburg. 

Fichte, J.G., 1995, Das System der Sittenlehre (1798). Mit einer Einl. v. H. Verweyen, Ham-
burg. 

Fichte, J.G., 1995a, Das System der Sittenlehre nach den Prinzipien der Wissenschaftslehre 
(1798). Einl. v. H. Verweyen. 1. Aufl. mit neuer Einl. und bibliogr. Hinweisen, Hamburg. 

Fichte, J.G., 1995b, System der Sittenlehre (1798). Mit einer Einl. v. H. Verweyen, Hamburg. 
Fichte, J.G./ F.I. Niethammer (Hg.), 1995 [1795-1800], Philosophisches Journal einer Gesell-

schaft teutscher Gelehrten, Jena/ Leipzig. Mikrofiche-Ausg., Hildesheim. 
Fichte, J.G., 1996, Züricher Vorlesungen über den Begriff der Wissenschaftslehre. Februar 

1794. Nachschrift Lavater. Beilage aus Jens Baggesens Nachlass: Exzerpt aus der Ab-
schrift von Fichtes Züricher Vorlesungen. Hg. v. E. Fuchs, Neuried. 

Fichte, J.G., 1996a, Zum curriculum vitae des Philosophen. Hg. v. K. Bal <dt./poln.>, Wro-
cław. 

Fichte, J.G., 1997, Die Bestimmung des Menschen (1800), Weimar. 
Fichte, J.G., 21997a, Darstellung der Wissenschaftslehre (1801/1802). Hg. sowie mit Einl. 

und Anm. vers. v. R. Lauth unter Mitarb. v. P.K. Schneider. Unveränd. Aufl., Hamburg. 
Fichte, J.G., 41997b, Grundlage der gesamten Wissenschaftslehre. Als Handschrift für seine 

Zuhörer (1794). Einl. und Reg. v. W.G. Jacobs, Hamburg. 
Fichte, J.G., 1997c, Über den Begriff der Wissenschaftslehre oder der sogenannten Philoso-

phie. Mit einer Einl. hg. v. E. Braun. Nachdr., Stuttgart. 
Fichte, J.G., 21998, Versuch einer Kritik aller Offenbarung (1792). Hg. u. eingel. v. H. Ver-

weyen. Um eine Nachbemerkung erg. Aufl., Hamburg. 
Fichte, J.G., 2000, Die Bestimmung des Menschen. Auf der Grundl. der Ausg. Fritz Medicus 

revidiert v. H.D. Brandt. Mit einer Einl. v. H. Verweyen, Hamburg. 
Fichte, J.G., 2000a, Sein, Bewußtsein und Liebe. Johann Gottlieb Fichtes „Anweisung zum 

seligen Leben“. Hg., erl. u. mit einer Einl. v. C. Asmuth, Mainz. 
Fichte, J.G., 52001, Die Anweisung zum seligen Leben, oder auch die Religionslehre. Hg. v. 

H. Verweyen. Verb. Aufl., mit verb. bibliogr. Hinweisen, Hamburg. 
Fichte, J.G., 2001a, Ultima inquirenda. J.G. Fichtes letzte Bearbeitungen der Wissenschafts-

lehre Ende 1813 / Anfang 1814. Text-Bd. Hg. v. R. Lauth, Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt. 

 

4 Auswahlausgaben 
 
Fichte, J.G., 1997, Werke. 2 Bde. Bd. 1: Schriften zur Wissenschaftslehre. Hg. v. W.G. Ja-

cobs; Bd. 2: Schriften zur angewandten Philosophie. Hg. v. P. Oesterreich, Frankfurt/ M. 
Fichte, J.G., 2000, Die späten wissenschaftlichen Vorlesungen. Bd. I: 1809-1811. Hg. v. 

H.G.v. Manz u.a., Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt. 
Fichte, J.G., 2003, Die späten wissenschaftlichen Vorlesungen. Bd. II: Wissenschaftslehre 

1811 – Über das Wesen der Philosophie 1811 (in drei Kollegnachschriften) – Von den 
Thatsachen des Bewußtseyns 1811 (Hallesche Kollegnachschrift). Hg. v. H.G.v. Manz 
u.a., Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt. 

Fichte. Ausgew. u. vorgestellt v. G. Schulte, München 1996 u. 1998. 
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Digitale Bibliothek Deutscher Klassiker. Bd. 8: Bettine von Arnim, Johann Gottlieb Fichte, 
E.T.A. Hoffmann, Lancelot und der Gral I & II, Mechthild von Magdeburg, Friedrich 
Schleiermacher, Ludwig Tieck. CD-ROM. Cambridge/ Frankfurt a.M. 2004. 

Philosophie von Platon bis Nietzsche. Ausgew. u. eingel. v. F.-P. Hansen. CD-ROM. Win-
dows. Berlin 1998 [42004]. 

Quellen Philosophie: Deutscher Idealismus. CD-ROM. Windows. Berlin 2004. 
 

5 Elektronische Editionen 
 
Fichte, J.G., 2001, Sämmtliche Werke und Nachlass. CD-ROM, Charlottesville, Va. 
Fichte, J.G., 32002 [11997, 21999], Fichte im Kontext. Werke auf CD-ROM. Professional Edi-

tion. Volltextretrievalsystem ViewLit-Professional für Windows XP (abwärtskompatibel zu 
Windows 95 oder höher). Erw. Ausg., Berlin. [Enth.: Johann Fichtes sämtliche Werke, hg. 
v. J.H. Fichte, 8 Bde., Berlin 1845/46 – Johann Gottlieb Fichtes nachgelassene Werke, 
hg. v. J.H. Fichte, 3 Bde., Bonn, 1834/35; mit bibliogr. Anhang]. 

 

6 Briefe, Zeugnisse, Dokumente 
 
Arnold, G., 1997, Herder und die Philosophen des deutschen Idealismus nach den biogra-

phischen Quellen. In: M. Heinz (Hg.), Herder und die Philosophie des deutschen Idealis-
mus, Amsterdam/ Atlanta, Ga., 189-202. [= Fichte-Studien. Supplementa, Bd. 8]. 

Fichte, J.G., 1997, Briefwechsel 1806-1810. Hg. v. R. Lauth/ H. Gliwitzky/ E. Fuchs/ P.K. 
Schneider unter Mitw. v. I. Radrizzani/ E. Ruff/ M. Zahn. In: GA, Reihe 3; Bd. VI. 

Fichte, J.G., 1997a, Philosophie der Maurerei. Briefe an Konstant. Hg. v. T. Held, Düsseldorf/ 
Bonn. 

Fuchs, E., 1995, Aus dem Tagebuch von Johann Smidt (1794/95). In: Fichte-Studien 7 
(1995), 173-192. 

Fuchs, E., 1995a, Reinhold und Fichte im Briefwechsel zweier Jenenser Studenten 1793/94). 
In: Fichte-Studien 7 (1995), 143-171. 

Fuchs, E., 1998, Dokumente zu Fichtes Logentätigkeit in Berlin (1799/1800). In: Fichte-
Studien 14 (1998), 197-223. 

Fuchs, E., 1998a, Verzeichnis der Lehrveranstaltungen, Predigten und Reden J.G. Fichtes in 
chronologischer Folge. In: M. Götze u.a. (Hg.), Philosophie als Denkwerkzeug. Zur Aktua-
lität transzendentalphilosophischer Argumentation, Würzburg, 59-66. 

Fuchs, E./ W.G. Jacobs/ W. Schieche (Hg.), 1995, J.G. Fichte in zeitgenössischen Rezensi-
onen, 4 Bde., Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt. 

Hammacher, K., 1993, Jacobis Brief 'An Fichte' (1799). In: W. Jaeschke (Hg.), Transzenden-
talphilosophie und Spekulation. Der Streit um die Gestalt einer Ersten Philosophie (1799-
1807), Hamburg, 72-84. 

Hinske, N./ E. Lange/ H. Schröpfer (Hg.), 1995, Der Aufbruch in den Kantianismus. Der 
Frühkantianismus an der Universität Jena 1785-1800 und seine Vorgeschichte, Stuttgart-
Bad Cannstatt. 

Jamme, C./ F. Völkel, 2003, Fichte. In: Hölderlin und der deutsche Idealismus. Dokumente 
und Kommentare zu Hölderlins philosophischer Entwicklung und den philosophisch-
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kulturellen Kontexten seiner Zeit. Dargest. u. hg. v. C. Jamme/ F. Völkel. Bd. 2: Jenaer 
Gespräche (1794 – 1795), Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt, 140-209. 

Kahlefeld, S., 2003, Standpunkt des Lebens und Standpunkt der Philosophie. Jacobis Brief 
an Fichte aus dem Jahr 1799. In: Fichte-Studien 21 (2003), 117-130. 

Roser, A./ H. Schulten, 1993, Ein Brief Johann Gottlieb Fichtes. In: Fichte-Studien 5 (1993), 
171-174. 

Schelling, F.W.J./ J.G. Fichte, 2001, Schelling-Fichte-Briefwechsel. Komm. u. hg. v. H. Taub, 
Neuried b. München. 

Vieweg, K., 1995, Französische Revolution, Schweizer Intellektuelle und Deutsche klassi-
sche Philosophie. Zwei Briefe von Johann Gottlieb Fichte an Franz Meyer von Schauen-
see aus dem Jahre 1794 sowie Hinweise auf zwei neue Dokumente für die Fichte-
Forschung. In: Fichte-Studien 8 (1995), 291-308. 

Vieweg, K., 1995a, Johann Gottlieb Fichte, Weimar und Rußland. Ein neu aufgefundener 
Brief Fichtes an den Weimarer Geheimen Rat Wilhelm Ernst Friedrich Freiherr von Wol-
zogen vom 19. November 1803. [Hg. u. annotiert] v. K. Vieweg. In: Fichte-Studien 7 
(1995), 193-198. 

Vieweg, K., 2003, 'Wir bringen unser Jena mit nach Vaterland.' Fichte und das 'freie Helve-
tien'. Ein Brief von Johann Gottlieb Fichte an Philipp Albert Stapfer vom 6. April 1799. In: 
Fichte-Studien 22 (2003), 295-301. 

 

7 Beiträge zur Biographie und Bibliographien 

7.1 Zur Biographie 
 
Asmuth, C., 1997, Fichte: Ein streitbarer Philosoph. Biographische Annäherungen an sein 

Denken. In: Ders. (Hg.), Sein – Reflexion – Freiheit. Aspekte der Philosophie Johann 
Gottlieb Fichtes, Amsterdam/ Philadelphia, Pa., 5-32. 

Asmuth, C., 1999, Johann Gottlieb Fichte. In: Großes Werklexikon der Philosophie, hg. v. F. 
Volpi am Studium fundamentale der Universität Witten-Herdecke. Bd. 1, Stuttgart, 483-
484. 

Boin, M., 21995 [1988], Fichte, Johann Gottlieb. In: Metzler Philosophen Lexikon. Von den 
Vorsokratikern bis zu den Neuen Philosophen. Mit 277 Abb. Unter redaktioneller Mitarb. v. 
N. Retlich hg. v. B. Lutz. Aktual. u. erw. Aufl., Stuttgart/ Weimar, 275-279. 

Fichte, Johann Gottlieb. In: Deutsches biographisches Archiv 1960 – 1999 (DBA III). Bearb 
v. V. Herrero Mediavilla, Lfg. 12, München 2001, Mikrofiche 238, 357-416. 

Jacobs, W.G., 31998 [1984, 21991], Johann Gottlieb Fichte. Mit Selbstzeugnissen und Bild-
dokumenten dargest. v. W.G. Jacobs, Reinbek. 

Meckenstock, G., 1996, Fichte, Johann Gottlieb. In: W. Killy (Hg.), Deutsche Biographische 
Enzyklopädie (DBE). Bd. 3, München/ New Providence/ London, 284-286. 

Meckenstock, G., 2001, Fichte, Johann Gottlieb. In: Biographische Enzyklopädie deutsch-
sprachiger Philosophen. Bearb. v. B. Jahn, München, 114-115. [Auf der Grundlage des 
Artikels aus der DBE.]. 

Scribner, F.S., 2001, J.G. Fichte. In: K.E. Dodson (ed.), Biographical Dictionary of Enlight-
enment and Revolution, 1690-1815, Westport, Ct. 
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Breazeale, D., 1994, Bibliography. In: Ders./ T. Rockmore (eds.), Fichte. Historical contexts/ 
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8 Organe der Fichte-Forschung 

8.1 Fichte-Studien – Beiträge zur Geschichte und Systematik der Transzendentalphi-
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Hammacher, K. (Hg.), 1993, Theoretische Vernunft, Amsterdam/ Atlanta, Ga. [= Fichte-

Studien, Bd. 5]. 
Girndt, H./ W. Schrader (Hg.), 1994, Realität und Gewißheit. Tagung der Internationalen J.-
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dam/ Atlanta, Ga. [= Fichte-Studien, Bd. 15]. 
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Istituto Italiano per gli Studi Filosofici (Neapel). Unter Mitw. v. M. Ivaldo/ J.L. Villacañas, 
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Taver, K.V., 1999, Johann Gottlieb Fichtes Wissenschaftslehre von 1810. Versuch einer E-
xegese, Amsterdam/ Atlanta, Ga. <zugl. Diss. Basel 1997>. [= Fichte-Studien. Supple-
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This essay considers Hegel’s and Fichte’s accounts of the relation between morality and right.  For the most 
part, I restrict my texts to Fichte’s Foundations of Natural Right (1796) and Hegel’s Philosophy of Right 
(1821).[1]  This essay assumes the following structure.  In Section One, I review Hegel’s explanation of the 

relation between morality and right.  In Section Two, I explain the roles of individuality, inter-subjectivity, 
and the summons in Fichte’s philosophy of right.  In Section Three, I consider Fichte’s description of the 
relation between morality and right.  In Section Four, I examine the extra-moral character of Fichte’s “rule 
of right.”  In conclusion, I outline the differences between Hegel’s and Fichte’s accounts of the relation 
between morality and right. 

 

1. Hegel on the Relation between Morality and Right 

          In the Philosophy of Right, Hegel describes progressively concrete embodiments of freedom.  To state 
the matter differently, he explains how the rational subject discovers itself as free.  His account begins with 
formal freedom in individual morality and culminates with socio-political freedom in the state.  Individual 
morality consists in obeying the categorical imperative or the moral law, which commands the rational 
subject to determine itself and the world according to the concept of freedom.  The essence of moral 
freedom is the ideal, purely self-determining will that the individual ought to possess.  However, the moral 
law provides no content for action.  The moral subject finds not freedom but rather self-subjugation in moral 
action.  Human nature never becomes what it ought to be.  Moreover, the moral subject never succeeds in 
making nature what it ought to be.  The impotence of moral willing drives the rational subject to seek its 
freedom in the social world.  “[T]he ‘ought to be’ which is never absent from the moral sphere becomes an 
‘is’ only in ethical life.”[2] 

In the social world, the rational subject establishes families, works, and exchanges property.  These 
activities permit rational beings to obtain recognition in civil society.  Mores constitute the individual social 
member’s second nature whereby it exercises socio-economic freedom.  Although civil society provides for 
mutual satisfaction of needs and desires, each individual does not find freedom in the stratified class 
structure that results from the egoistic pursuit of self-fulfillment.  Moreover, to the extent that second nature 
determines individual activity, it is not free.  The inequity of civil society drives the individual to find 
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freedom in the state.  Through trade unions, civil servants, and legal justice, the state mediates the inequities 
of civil society and thereby, permits each citizen to know itself as part of a greater whole.  In the state, the 
individual’s labor and activity is realized as socio-political freedom. 

      During the ongoing self-development of freedom, no particular stage replaces or destroys another; 
rather, inadequate embodiments of freedom are sublated within more adequate expressions of freedom.  
Each stage thereby assumes its proper role as an aspect of Spirit. 

      Every stage in the development of the Idea of freedom has its own special right, since it is the 
embodiment of freedom in one of its proper specific forms.  When there is said to be a clash between the 
moral or the ethical and the right, the right in question is only the elementary, formal, right of abstract 
personality.  Morality, ethical life, the interest of the state, each of these is a right of special character 
because each of them is a specific form and embodiment of freedom.  They can come into collision with 
each other only in so far as they are all on the same footing as rights.[3]   

            Although morality is sublated within right as a more adequate expression of freedom, morality and 
right remain sovereign within the spheres appropriate to each. “The law of the land therefore cannot 
possibly wish to reach as far as a man’s disposition, because, so far as his moral convictions are concerned, 
he exists for himself alone, and force in that context is meaningless.”[4]  Moreover, morality provides no 

basis for legality, which provides a content for moral action.  Morality retains its “right” within the state, but 
“if two rights collide one is subordinated to the other.  It is only the right of the world-mind which is 
absolute without qualification.”[5]

            The self-development of freedom through individual morality, civil society, and the state 
encompasses progressively more effective modes of recognition.  The rational subject seeks itself in another 
consciousness that acknowledges its freedom.  Recognition occurs at a primitive level in all social 
interactions, but such forms of recognition are generally one-sided and thus, lead to the subordination of one 
individual.  One-sided recognition precludes true subjectivity and freedom.  In civil society, respect for 
property yields a form of recognition, which fails to establish equitable relations between individuals.  The 
state provides for equal recognition of individuals as legal persons.  In political life, legal equality 
constitutes a form of reciprocal recognition that approximates the complete and fully adequate mutual 
recognition within the sphere of Absolute Spirit.  

        Traditionally, Hegel receives credit for distinguishing right from morality and for illuminating the role 
of recognition in the philosophy of right.  However, in the Foundations of Natural Right, Fichte 
distinguishes right from morality and assigns a crucial role to recognition in the philosophy of right.  
Despite these general similarities, Fichte’s account differs considerably from Hegel’s account.

  2. Fichte on Individuality, Inter-subjectivity, and the Summons 

Fichte’s initial project in the Foundations of Natural Right is to deduce the concept of right.  This task 
requires answering the question: “How can the subject find itself as an object?”[6]  A finite being cannot 

posit itself without attributing a free efficacy to itself, which requires it to posit an object that opposes its 
efficacy, but it cannot posit an object if it is not really efficacious.[7]  Consequently, the argument in the 
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Foundations appears circular: “The reason the possibility of self-consciousness cannot be explained without 
always presupposing it as already actual lies in the fact that, in order to be able to posit its own efficacy, the 
subject of self-consciousness, must have already posited an object, simply as an object.”[8] 

This fact compels Fichte to introduce the hypothesis that the rational being’s efficacy must be precisely this 
“already posited” object.[9]  However, presupposing the synthetic unity of the subject and object seems to 

generate a contradiction.  The rational being feels the object as a determinate limitation on its activity, but 
the object and the subject are supposed to be united, so how can the subject find itself as constrained and 
free simultaneously?[10]   The rational being finds itself in this manner only if: “[W]e think of the subject’s 

being-determined as its being-determined to be self-determining, i.e. as a summons [eine Aufforderung] to 
the subject, calling upon it to resolve to exercise its efficacy.”[11] 

       In order for the subject to find itself as determined in any manner, it must feel some external influence 
on itself, or in other words, it must encounter a sensible limitation.[12]  However, if this Anstoß [check] 

were to cancel the subject’s freedom, or if it were to compel the subject’s action, it would not serve as a 
determining impulse that initiates the rational being’s self-awareness.  For just this reason, the rational being 
must receive a concept of itself as a merely possible freedom—“something that ought to exist”—through an 
external summons to act.[13]  The summons initiates the rational being’s self-awareness without 

undermining its freedom because, in grasping the summons, the subject responds by choosing to act or not 
to act, yet it chooses freely in every case.[14]  

         The rational being must think of the summons as issuing from another rational, free being.[15]  

Consequently, the subject’s self-concept is necessarily connected to the thought of reciprocal interaction 
between individuals—a relation of mutual determination—and thus, “a particular sphere is allotted to the 
subject as the sphere of its possible activity.”[16]  This concept of individuality is determined through the 

law of reflective opposition.[17]  This reciprocal concept “is never mine; rather it is … mine and his, his and 
mine.[18]  The foundation of the philosophy of right, or the rule of right, follows from this concept: “I must 

in all cases recognize the free being outside me as a free being, i.e. I must limit my freedom through the 
concept of the possibility of his freedom.”[19] 

  

3. Fichte on the Relation between Morality and Right 

In the “Deduction of the Subdivisions of the Wissenschaftslehre,” Fichte claims that “simply by means of 
analysis, one must be able to proceed from the Foundations [of the Wissenschaftslehre] to every particular 
science.”[20]  Theoretical and practical philosophy together explain the world as it is necessarily, 

potentially, and ideally.[21]  Practical philosophy considers the world, as reason ought to transfigure it.  The 

“ought” appears within experience through a summons to act that each individual must interpret before its 
own conscience, but moral theory concerns this summons insofar as it is directed categorically to rational 
beings in general. [22] 

        Most evidently, empirical individuals sometimes heed this moral summons, but they very often 
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disagree in their interpretations of it or disregard it entirely.[23]  This unfortunate fact generates the need for 

a separate “mixed” science—specifically, the philosophy of right—which mediates theoretical and practical 
philosophy.[24]  The theory of right is theoretical insofar as it addresses an ideal world, yet it is practical 

insofar as it considers the means whereby human activity might produce such a world.[25]  Consequently, 

Fichte says, 

        The task of the theory of right can be described as follows: the free wills [of many different 
individuals] are to be reconciled with one another in accordance with a certain mechanical connection and 
interaction.  No such natural mechanism exists in itself, however, for this depends in part upon freedom.  
This condition, {this legal constitution,} is brought about {by human beings} through the joint efficacy of 
nature and reason.[26] 

        In the Foundations of Natural Right, Fichte describes how the “joint efficacy of reason and nature” 
could unite many free individuals and bring them under a legal constitution.  The purpose of the 
Foundations is to deduce the concept of right, to provide an account of a possible juridical world wherein 
the law of right prevails and thus, to reveal a means for securing individuals’ formal freedom.  “The concept 
[of right] acquires necessity” because an individual’s formal freedom presumes the existence of other 
rational beings, which the subject cannot posit without “positing itself as standing with those beings in a 
particular relation of right [Rechtsverhältniß].”[27]  

         An individual’s decision not to enter into community with others — not to limit its freedom through 
their freedom — contradicts its rational, free nature.  A fully developed individual knows that we are 
“bound and obligated to each other by our very existence.”[28]  Nonetheless, Fichte states, “in the doctrine 

of right there is no talk of moral obligation; each is bound only by the free, arbitrary [willkürlichen] decision 
to live in community with others[.]”[29]  Moreover, he claims that the concept of right “has nothing to do 

with the moral law.”[30]  Fichte offers several reasons for this distinction between morality and right. 

       Fichte claims that it is impossible to deduce the concept of right from the moral law because the 
Foundations deduces right from the philosophical concept of the I; and “[t]his fact is enough to prove that it 
cannot be deduced from the moral law, for there cannot be more than one deduction of the same 
concept.”[31]  Moreover, he asserts that “[i]t is absolutely impossible to see how a permissive law should be 

derivable from the moral law, which commands unconditionally and thereby extends its reach to 
everything.”[32]  

       The concept of right implies a limited, conditioned law, which delineates what an individual is 
permitted to do with its formal freedom.[33]  A rule of right secures individuals’ rights in the sensible 

world, but one’s possession of rights hardly entails that one must or ought to act in any particular way.  “The 
moral law commands categorically: the law of right only permits, but never commands that one exercise 
one’s right.”[34]  One, in fact, ought to refrain from many actions that fall within one’s rights.  Indeed, duty 

requires actions that a relation of mutually limited formal freedom merely permits.  

         Although Fichte’s assertions do little more than illustrate a difference that he presumes as legitimate, 
he intimates a nascent argument against a philosophy of right based on moral law.  The moral law provides 
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no basis for the philosophy of right because the moral law never generates rules that motivate sensible 
beings; but the rule of right appeals to the sensible being.[35]  Consequently: “The concept of right concerns 

only what is expressed in the sensible world: whatever has no causality in the sensible world—but remains 
inside the mind instead—belongs before another tribunal, the tribunal of morality.”[36] 

         Intelligible willing has no causality in the sensible world and thus, “no role to play” within the 
province of right.[37]  However, moral subjects, as empirical beings, certainly act within the sensible 

world.  If their moral education were complete, a rule of right would be needless.[38]  Likewise, rational 

subjects, as empirical beings, certainly think within the sensible world.  If their rationality were fully 
cultivated, a coercive power would not be necessary to enforce their compliance with the law of right.[39]  

The moral law commands the moral subject to strive for the complete development of all rational free 
beings, but the moral law has no causality in the sensible world.[40]  Consequently, a juridical world 

establishes relations of right that provide for a “joint efficacy of nature and reason,” which reconciles flawed 
individuals without annihilating the freedom that allows them to change.[41]: 

        Within the domain of sensibility, the only sanction of right is a “physical force” that enforces the “law
[s] of thought” regardless of human beings’ levels of moral development.[42]  In the realm of sensibility, the 

moral law provides no sanction for relations of right, because all empirical subjects have not been elevated 
to the level of moral consciousness.  As far as Fichte is concerned in the Foundations: “The question of 
whether the moral law might provide a new sanction for the concept of right is not part of the doctrine of 
natural right, but belongs instead to an account of real morality and will be answered within such an account 
at the appropriate time.”[43]  However, the “Deduction of the Subdivisions of the Wissenschaftslehre” 

offers a partial answer to this question: “If the goal of reason is to be achieved in a moral world, then a 
juridical world, thanks to which the struggle between efficaciously acting forces is restrained and limited, 
must already exist.  The juridical world must precede the moral world.”[44] 

4. The Summons, the Categorical Imperative, and the Rule of Right 

In the Wissenschaftslehre Nova Methodo and the Foundations of Natural Right, Fichte relieves the 
circularity of the account of self-consciousness by introducing a philosophical hypothesis—a synthetic unity 
of subject and object—that generates the notion of a summons.[45]  In both cases, the summons represents a 

call for the subject to freely determine itself.  However, the summons merely urges a possible action rather 
than compelling it directly; for otherwise it would annihilate the freedom of the summoned subject.  
Moreover, this call to freedom is presented as something that actually appears in consciousness as an 
influence on the rational being.  Finally, the content of the summons relates the subject’s internal self-
consistency to reciprocal interaction within a human community: 

           I must think of myself as necessarily in community with other human beings with whom nature has 
united me, but I cannot do this without thinking of my freedom as limited through their freedom; now I must 
also act in accordance with this necessary thought, otherwise my acting stands in contradiction with my 
thinking; I am bound in conscience, by my knowledge of how things ought to be, to limit my freedom.[46] 

      In the Wissenschaftslehre Nova Methodo, Fichte often relates the summons to the categorical imperative 
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— usually with a warning that one must not view it as the moral law in the Foundations of the 
Wissenschaftslehre but rather as a mere hypothesis, which functions as the categorical imperative in the 
System of Ethical Theory.  Hence, Fichte reminds us, “The pure will is the categorical imperative.  Here, 
however, it will not be employed as such, but will be employed only for the purpose of explaining 
consciousness in general.”[47]  In the Foundations, Fichte stresses the extra-moral character of the 

summons — advising repeatedly that the rule of right is not the moral law.  The rule of right does not 
command the intelligible subject categorically but rather appeals to the sensible subject hypothetically. 

            The rule of right is a hypothetical imperative, because it urges mutual limitation of freedom in order 
to preserve the individual’s formal freedom, or capacity to act toward its own freely chosen ends.[48]  These 

ends are freely chosen and thus, vary according to individual interest.  Nonetheless, the ultimate end for 
each individual is the preservation of its freedom and its very life, which it may use in the pursuit of 
pleasure, intellectual or moral self-development, or any other conceivable purpose.[49]  Fichte obviously 

believes that every person desires to live and to act efficaciously toward its own ends and thus, that the 
hypothetical imperative appeals universally.  The desire to preserve one’s formal freedom presumes a 
willingness to enter into community, but the decision to enter any particular community is arbitrary. 

       Fichte’s hypothetical imperative provides a strong extra-moral incentive for establishing a juridical 
world and thereby securing a place in the sensible realm wherein sensible subjects may find themselves as 
intelligible subjects.  Indeed, it is difficult to imagine how to raise an empirical subject above mere 
sensibility without it.  The categorical imperative exerts no influence on the sensible subject, but the 
hypothetical imperative motivates the empirical will without annulling self-determining activity.  However, 
could the hypothetical imperative be the categorical imperative; or to state the matter differently, could the 
moral law provide an external sanction for the science of right? 

       For the empirical subject, as a member of the sensible world, the summons expresses a hypothetical 
imperative, which the science of right takes as its starting point.  For the empirical subject, as a member of 
the intelligible world, the summons expresses a categorical imperative, which a system of ethical theory 
takes as its starting point.  For the transcendental philosopher, “the ‘ought,’ or categorical imperative, is also 
a theoretical principle.”[50]   Consequently: 

        The world of the senses and belief in the reality of that world is produced in other way than through the 
conception of the moral world, even for the person who may never have thought about his own moral 
vocation (if there could be such a person), or, if he should have thought about it, has not the least intention 
of fulfilling it at any time in the indefinite future.  Even if he does not apprehend the world through the 
thought of his duties, he will yet surely do so through the demand of his rights.[51]  

        The rule of right has a philosophical sanction in the theoretical Wissenschaftslehre as well as a moral 
sanction in the categorical imperative.  This does not imply that right depends on morality, for if it did 
neither would be possible.  Right must carry an incentive that renders the good will superfluous in the 
sensible realm.  Morality, likewise, renders juridical duty superfluous in its domain.  The theory of ethics 
articulates the goal of reason in general; and the theory of right describes the means for accomplishing it.  

         The rule of right, “limit your freedom through the concept of the freedom of all other persons with 
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whom you come in contact,” does indeed receive a new sanction for conscience through the law of absolute 
agreement with oneself (the moral law); and then the philosophical treatment of conscience constitutes a 
chapter of morality; but this is not part of the philosophical doctrine of right, which ought to be a separate 
science standing on its own.[52] 

 Conclusion 

            Fichte’s and Hegel’s philosophies of right share several features.  Both philosophers stress the 
importance of recognition in moral, social, and political life.  Both philosophers demand a separation of 
morality and right.  Neither philosopher advocates the derivation of legality from morality, but neither treats 
political freedom as a substitute for individual conscience and moral freedom.  To be sure, there are other 
similarities between Fichte’s Foundations of Natural Right and Hegel’s Philosophy of Right, but these fall 
outside the scope of my discussion.  Nonetheless, the differences between Fichte and Hegel are as profound 
as the similarities.  

Although Hegel preserves a role for morality within the state, political life represents the culmination of 
freedom in the Philosophy of Right.  Socio-political freedom is the telos of individual morality.  In contrast, 
Fichte sees the juridical world as a necessary first step in human education.  This step leads to the moral 
world wherein the individual rational being discovers its essence as a moral will.  Consequently, the 
separation of morality and right by Fichte and Hegel serve very different ends. 

Recognition plays an essential role in the Foundations of Natural Right and in the Philosophy of Right.  
Nonetheless, Fichte treats the summons as initiating an original reciprocal relation prior to moral, social, or 
political development.  Indeed, for Fichte, the process of summoning is ethico-social development.  
According to Hegel, mutual recognition occurs in the state alone.  Fichte and Hegel see recognition as 
appearing in various forms at different levels of human development, but their views about the proper 
direction of human development are quite different.  Moreover, for Fichte, the summons initiates immediate 
awareness of freedom, or intellectual intuition, which, served as the foundation, or first principle, of his 
philosophy.  For obvious reasons, recognition serves no such purpose in Hegel’s philosophy. 

More attention should be given to the similarities between Fichte’s and Hegel’s philosophies of right.  
However, it would probably not be helpful to seek the ways in which Fichte “anticipates” Hegel.  It would 
perhaps be more advantageous to view Fichte and Hegel as responding similarly to certain philosophical and 
ethical needs of their time.  
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